Surgical management of acute ear canal separation in a cat.
A 5-year-old cat presented with haemorrhagic left aural discharge, 2 days following a road traffic accident. Otoscopic examination identified disruption of the external ear canal at the auricular/annular cartilage junction. This was managed by total ear canal ablation and lateral bulla osteotomy. Left sided facial nerve deficits were present following surgery. Eighteen months postoperatively there were no auricular problems, however facial nerve deficits persisted. There are no previous reports describing management of acute separation at the auricular/annular cartilage junction of the external ear in the cat or dog. This case report describes the presentation, diagnosis and surgical management of an acute ear canal separation at the auricular/annular junction of the external ear canal in a cat.